PROF. BEE JA1 N ELSOY

Lectarer
Egyplalagist
TI9 HIGHLAND PARK DRIVE
BILLINGS, mMONTANA 59102 R
Attention: First Presideancy C4%0. ECTRY uaN.
Church aof Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints
Church Office Building

Salt Lake City, Utah

This lstter is to inform you that it is our considered desire that my
own name and those of my wife and daughter be removed from the member-
ship rolls of the Latter Day Saint Church,

We:
Dee Jay Nelson
Katherine G, Nelson (Mrs. Dee Jay Nelson)
Kim Cherie Nelson
do freely, and with full understanding of the implications
of the step, require that our names be removed from all member records
of the L.D.S5., Church,

I, Dee Jay Nelson, do herby renounce and relinquish the priesthood
which I now hold.

Following my translation (the first to be published) of the bulk of
the hieratic and hieroglyphic Egyptian texts upon the Metropolitan-
Joseph Smith Papyri Fragments three of the most eminent Egyptologists
now living published corroborating translations, These amply prave
the fraudulent nature of the Book of Abraham, in which lies the un=-

~just assertion that negros are unworthy of participation in the highest

privilages of the L.D.S. Church,

We do not wish to be associated with a religious organization which
teaches lies and adheres to policies so blatantly opposed to the
civil and religious rights of some citizens of the United States.,

By affixing our signatures to this document we exercise our constitut-
ional rights of religious freedom and separate ourselwes from the
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day i/xﬁts.‘
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THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS
THE OFFICE OF THE STAKE PRESIDENT

RepLy ToO:

February 104 197k

Professor Dee Jay Nelson
719 Highland Perk Drive
Billings. MT 5910¢2

Dezr Professor Nelson:

A Stoke Presidency ~nd High Council court will be convened
at the Billings Montana St.:ke offices at 2929 Belvedere on
March 74 1976 2t 7 a.m. with the res-ect to the attitude
of y-urselfs your wife and diughter touzrd membership in
the Church of dJdesus Christ of Latter-Day Scints. It is
the desire of thiz ceurt thet you and your family be pre-
sent and hereby summoned to anpear.

If you find it inconvenient to be present at thet times I

would be gled to hear from vrua so that a new date and time -
might be est-blished. If I do not hear from ynu in this

regards or vcu do not a"pear at the time as arréngeda the

court will be held a@s scheduleds and will nroceed with tihis

matter on the basis of the information :vailable at that time.

Respectfully,

Q@,\wﬂ« /{:C "/G/cq

Robert L. Eard
Stake Pr951dent
RILLFMGS NOMTAMA STAKRE
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PROF. DEE J1Y N ELSOY

Lertarer
Egrplelogist

71 HIGHLAND PAREK ORIVE
BILLINGS, MONTANA 59102

FILLD ADDACEN:
MILE ML TOM
CaAIRD. COY® T, AW,

February 15, 1976
Mr. R. L, Eardley

2124 Lyman Ave,
Billings, Montana 59102

Dear Mr, Eardley,

Your certified letter of February 10, 1976 was received a few days
ago, We found it offensive, implying by the word "court" that we
were to be judged. The phrase which you used, "summoned to appear",
might better have been worded, "requested to appear" as we are no
longer under your jurisdictian,

My wife, my daughter and I have already resigned from the L. D. S.
Church by formal written notification addressed to the First Presidency
on December 8, 1975,

The scientific world finds the Book of Abraham an insult to intelligemce.
Some of the most brilliant and qualified Egyptologists of our time

have labled it fraudulent upon the overwhelming evidence of the recently
discovered Metropolitan-Joseph Smith Papyri. No truly qualified
Egyptologist has yet supported it,

We do not wish to be associated with a church which teaches lies and
racial bigotrye.

Sincerely,

DJN/gh



