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93-91297

DETECTIVE STEVE JENTZSCH
STERLING VAN WAGENEN

You know, we... we tape record all our interviews so we can
remember what everybody tells us and everything. It makes
it a little easier that way. (Jentzsch)

Sure. (Van Wagenen)

Um... this involves a boy named -(Jentzsch)

Uh huh (affirmative). (Van Wagenen)
-(Jentzsch)

Right. (Van Wagenen)

Okay. And how do you know _(Jentzsch)

Um... his family um... are friends of ours and uh... he’s
uh... he and my son are friends. (Van Wagenen)

Oh, okay. Um... can... can you tell me wha s going
on an... obviously I guess he’s what about r so?
(Jentzsch)

He’s... yeah he’s _ Um... -as at uh... was

sleeping over at our house. (Van Wagenen)

Uh huh (affirmative). (Jentzsch)

And uh... um... I’11 get into my (Inaudible), I’m just
telling you exactly what happened. Um... and uh... uh... he
and my son were sleeping downstairs in our family room. And
um... I went downstairs um... and uh... uh... touched him

sexually, inappropriately. Not under the clothes, but on
top of the clothes. (Van Wagenen)

Uh huh (affirmative). (Jentzsch)
And he woke up and got um... you know, got pretty nervous
and uh... excused himself and went up in... into the

bathroom. And I sort of pulled myself together after that
and said look, things are fine you can go back to sleep and
that... that was the extent of the situation. (Van Wagenen)
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Q.

Okay. Oh, you know, just so you understand, you know, you
don’t have to... didn’t have to come in and talk to me,
right? (Jentzsch)

(No verbal response heard). (Van Wagenen)

Do you understand that? (Jentzsch)

Yeah, the reason I’m coming in here is that I wanna get this
dealt with and out’ve the way.

Okay. (Jentzsch)

Um... uh... my therapist is involved, and I understand
it’s... it is a law that this has to be... (Van Wagenen)
Yeah. (Jentzsch)

... reported. (Van Wagenen)

Reported, yeah. (Jentzsch)

And I’ve already spoken to... I’m sorry. (Van Wagenen)
Let... let me explain, you know, that uh... even though, you

know, you came in of your own accord right? (Jentzsch)
(No verbal response heard). (Van Wagenen)

You don’t... you know, you’re not required by law, yourself,
to come in and... and talk... (Jentzsch)

I understand. (Van Wagenen)

... and confess or whatever. (Jentzsch)

I understand that. (Van Wagenen)

Um... you know, and since you are confessing, you know, I
need to read you your... you Kknow, advise you of your rights
so that you know those. (Jentzsch)

I understand. (Van Wagenen)

Okay. Uh... you know, you have the right to remain silent,
you don’t have to come in and talk to us. Do you understand
that? (Jentzsch)

(No verbal response heard). (Van Wagenen)

(Inaudible)...? (Jentzsch)
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Yes. Yes, I'm... I understand that. (Van Wagenen)

Okay. Um... you know, and uh... you can ask for a lawyer at
any time. Okay? (Jentzsch)

(No verbal response heard). (Van Wagenen)

And you can stop answering questions at any time.
(Jentzsch)

I understand. (Van Wagenen)

Okay. Um... knowing those rights uh... do you still wanna
talk to me? (Jentzsch)

I do. (Van Wagenen)

You called me up earlier, so... (Jentzsch)

Yes. (Van Wagenen)

Okay. (Jentzsch)

Yes. I... I would like to get this resolved and um... I...
I discussed the issue with my therapist and I have his name
and phone number, which I’11 give to you. (Van Wagenen)
Okay. (Jentzsch)

Unm... and uh... we decided that uh... this... this was
really... for me this was the best approach to get this

dealt with and taken care of. (Van Wagenen)

Okay. Um... okay, you said it was a... a sleep over. Do
you remember when that was? (Jentzsch)

It was July 15th. (Van Wagenen)

And uh... you said they... they were sleeping and... you
know, do you remember what time that was? (Jentzsch)

It would’ve been one-thirty, two o’clock in the morning.
(Van Wagenen)

That... so would that be early morning on the 15th or early
morning on the 16th? (Jentzsch)

Good question. Uh... it... it uh... it would’ve been, I
think, early morning the 15th. (Van Wagenen)

Okay. So he stayed over the (Inaudible) before...?
(Jentzsch)
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I think... I think that’s correct. (Van Wagenen)

Okay. Um... He... he was sleeping over with your... your
son? (Jentzsch)

Uh huh (affirmative). (Van Wagenen)

What’s your son’s name? (Jentzsch)

- (Van Wagenen)

Did... did he... was he aware what had happened? (Jentzsch)
No. Uh uh (negative). (Van Wagenen)

Okay. Um... So what woke you up uh... got you to go
downstairs? (Jentzsch)

Um... I’ve had um... I‘ve had difficulty with uh... |INGNNG

And um... uh... on occasion
it... it’s uh... manifested itself through some sexual
behavior. (Van Wagenen)

Uh huh (affirmative). (Jentzsch)

Um... this particular kind of manifestation has never
occurred before. Uh... which is one of the reasons I’m in
here talking to you because (laugh) (Van Wagenen)

Okay. (Jentzsch)
I was pretty uh... shaken up by the whole experience. Unm...

and obviously I don’t want this to happen again. (Van
Wagenen)

Uh huh (affirmative). (Jentzsch)

Uh... so uh... it... it’s manifested itself sexually in
other ways. Um... but this... as I said, this... this
was... was real shock. So I... I was dealing with...

m. . I’'ve been working with a
erapis ... year or so (Inaudible). (Van

Wagenen)

So uh... um... so you have talked to your therapist just

recently and then decided to do... (Jentzsch)
Well, I’ve done... done several things actually. Um... I...
I’'ve spoken a number of times to the boys parents. Uh... so

they’re aware of the situation. We’ve talked about it.
(Van Wagenen)
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How have they responded? (Jentzsch)

(Sigh) Well, actually remarkably well. Um... in fact, they
were not eager to have it reported at all. They felt like
they could take care of it with their son. We talked it
through, they’ve worked it through um... I’ve indicated
that if they think it was appropriate, they wanna get a
therapist involved... myself I mean... I just said look,
I’11 do whatever I need to do to right the situation. (Van
Wagenen)

Yeah. (Jentzsch)

And their preference was not to have it reported and just to
work through it, because they felt like it would be more
problematic to have the police involved and work through it.
(Van Wagenen)

Yeah. (Jentzsch)

But, as I said, I’ve a therapist involved and legally uh...
as I... I understand it he’s obligated to report it. (Van
Wagenen)

Yeah Uh huh (affirmative). (Jentzsch)

So that’s why we’re here. (Van Wagenen)

Okay. Uh... uh... how... how has uh...
Is he... does he seem very upset by this?

respond to it?
(Jentzsch)

No. I... I talked to his mother three or four times
since... since this happened and (Inaudible) checked in and
she said that he initially was confused. Um... his reaction
was... and we’ve known the family for a long time. His
reaction was um... Sterling didn’t see like he was himself.
Um... he was a little confused, a little frightened. Uh...
his mother tells me he’s fine, there’ve been no nightmares.
Uh... they’ve talked with him at great length, explaining

why these kinds of things on occasion happen. Um... and in
fact, um... his parents have continued to allow me... him...
we’ve had no more sleep overs. (Van Wagenen)

Yeah (laugh). (Jentzsch)

But they’ve continued to allow him to play with my son and
they’ve gone to movies together and... and so... (Van
Wagenen)

That part of the relationship hasn’t been harmed or
anything? (Jentzsch)
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No. I mean, it’s... it’s this... My wife is also aware of
the situation. I‘ve discussed this with my wife and she
knows it fully and... and we’ve had some struggles working
through that side of it and that’s been a little bit of a
tension on the friendship here. (Van Wagenen)

Uh huh (affirmative). (Jentzsch)

Um... but actually, everybody’s been remarkably

understanding given the history, and
everything else so. (Van Wagenen

Okay. Just let me kind of go over uh... the incident
itself. Uh... you know, he came over to sleep with... over

with your son and they were downstairs in the family room
with... like in sleeping bags? (Jentzsch)

Just sleeping on the couches. (Van Wagenen)

Q. ? Okay. And when you... what... you were up
(Inaudible)...? (Jentzsch)

A.

I... I... I’ve not been sleeping and uh... uh... things had
gotten pretty black and... and pretty dark and um... Uh...
there’s um... in... in those circumstances there’s a kind
ofe.. I... I... it’s... it’s just sort of a kind of lose
of... of will power and I... You may have dealt with this in
uh... other circumstances, but um... it’s almost like a
choice isn’t even being made. Um... and uh... I got very,

very frightened and... for reasons that we’re still trying
to understand, we’re still trying to work out, um... I was
looking for some comfort and it took a sexual outlet in

terms of the touching. Um... so it really... it really came
I mean, at’s e bes

explanation I can give you. (Van Wagenen)

Okay. So you uh... you went downstairs and then... where
was it you... ? (Jentzsch)

Yes -was asleep. He was asleep on the couch. (Van
Wagenen)

And was he under the covers or on top? (Jentzsch)

Uh... no, actually he was on top and um... I turned on the
TV and watched the TV for a few minutes and uh... and then
just got um... I mean I... I... words are gonna be hard here
at this point... (Van Wagenen)

Yeah. (Jentzsch)
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cun Foause T..o I don'teee Tiws I a0 te.. T doR't know if
I... if I can give you some clear motivational language
here. (Van Wagenen)

Okay. (Jentzsch)

But then, in any case, began to touch him um... uh... uh...
in the abdomen, and touch him uh... uh... on the penis.
Um... um... uh... to be very accurate and very clinical
about it, there was no stroking involved or masturbation.
I... I uh... did not go under his clothes. Um... um... and
after a minute or two he woke up and that’s when it ended.
(Van Wagenen)

Okay. Um... uh... did he... when you touched him, did he
get an erection...? (Jentzsch)

No. (Van Wagenen)
... did you notice?
Uh uh (negative). (Van Wagenen)

Okay. So, you know... you said you didn’t try to masturbate
him or anything, you just kind of touched him? (Jentzsch)

That’s right. (Van Wagenen)

Or uh... you know, there’s different kinds of touches.
There’s like pinching or... or (Inaudible)... (Jentzsch)

I was just laying my hand on him. (Van Wagenen)
Okay, more like a pat or...? (Jentzsch)

Yeah. (Van Wagenen)

Something like that? (Jentzsch)

Yeah. (Van Wagenen)

Okay. Um... and did he say anything to you when that
happened? When he woke up or? (Jentzsch)

No. He just uh... he just sort of was dazed and watched TV
for a minute and then uh... you know, and then when he woke
up I moved away from him. (Van Wagenen)

Uh huh (affirmative). (Jentzsch)

Uh... and you know, it... it was clear he... he woke up and
he knows what was happening and so he just said "excuse me

7
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for a minute" and that’s when he went up and put himself in
the bathroom. (Van Wagenen)

Okay. (Jentzsch)

Stayed there. And uh... as he suddenly went in the I just

like, pulled myself together and uh... I went up there and I
said "look it’s fine I’m... I'm... alright and I‘m going
back to bed and you’re... and then he came out and went back

to sleep and that was the end of it. (Van Wagenen)

Okay. Did uh... ‘kay. Unm... has this ever happened before
(Inaudible)? (Jentzsch)

No. Ever. (Van Wagenen)

Um... I just need to get some of the other background

information on (Inaudible), you know, (Inaudible) on tape or
whatever. (Jentzsch)

Yeah. This... this... the paper I’ve got, this... These
are his parents... (Van Wagenen)

Oh. (Jentzsch)

... and their address. This is a home number and a work
number. (Van Wagenen)

Okay. (Jentzsch)

And this is my therapist, in Provo, and his number. (Van
Wagenen)

Okay. Um... THIS INTERVIEW WILL BE CONCLUDED. THIS HAS
BEEN AN INTERVIEW WITH STERLING VAN WAGENEN, DATE OF BIRTH

Yeah. (Van Wagenen)

Okay. (Jentzsch)

I think I mentioned to you, I... I did report this to child
Protective Services. (Van Wagenen)

I notice you had uh... Bill Alder’s name on the...
(Jentzsch)

Yeah. He’s the gentleman I talked to. And uh... I... I
assume that they probably will... they report it to you, but
in uh... (Van Wagenen)
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Q. Did... did he know that you were coming down to talk to me
or anything? (Jentzsch)

A. No. (Van Wagenen)

Q. Okay. I’11 get a hold of Mr. Alder. Well, THIS INTERVIEW
WILL BE CONCLUDED. THERE’S NO CASE NUMBER AT THIS POINT.
THIS IS BEING REPORTED BY MR. VAN WAGENEN AND THE TIME NOW

IS 1513 ON 07-21-93.

Typed by Shirley 08-04-93.

(Jentzsch)





